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MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE to 

TO THE PREMIER FOR CABINET 

AQUATIC RESERVES 

1. PROPOSAL 

DF 15/15 

FOR ENQUIRIES REFER 

M 

Phone: 

Mr J Jefferson 
226 0663 

That proclamations be made to vary some aquatic reserve boundaries; 
and corresponding amendments be made to the Fisheries Act {Aquatic 
Reserves) Regulations, 1984. 

2. BACKGROUND 

The Department of Fisheries has a legislative responsibility to 
ensure, through the application of proper conservation and management 
measures, that the 1 i vi ng resources of the State 1 s waters are not 
endangered- i.e. to protect the aquatic habitat. 

A number of aquatic reserves have been proclaimed under the Fisheries 
Act, 1982, aimed at protecting marine flora and fauna environments · 
that are important to marine life. 

Limited fishing activities are permitted within some of the aquatic 
reserves - e.g. use of rod and 1 i ne on 1 y-whi ch are defined in the 
Fisheries Act {Aquatic Reserves) Regulations, 1984. 

3. DISCUSSION 

3.1 As part of its ongoing management of the States aquatic 
reserves, the Department of Fisheries has initiated a program 
to foster public awareness of the reserves. This is being 
achieved by producing information booklets for public 
distribution and by signposting aquatic reserves so that the 
boundaries and permitted activities can be determined by 
persons wishing to enter an aquatic reserve. 

3.2 Whilst reviewing the aquatic reserves regulations, the 
Department has noted that the proclaimed boundaries of some 
reserves do not reflect the true position of the boundaries. 
It would appear that the discrepancies arose from using 
ambiguous reference points, some of which no longer exist. 
For example, council section boundaries have been altered, 
marker beacons have been removed or relocated, prominent 
points of 1 and have been overgrown by mangroves and are no 
longer recognisable. 
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3.3 In order to rectify the (now) incorrectly proclaimed aquatic 
reserves boundaries, it is proposed that appropriate 
amendments be made to the regulations. It should be noted 
that the proposed amendments would· not change the actual 
location of the reserves or activity permitted within, but 
only serve to accurately define their boundaries. 

3.4 Cost 

No cost implications on Government spending. 
signposting and preparing information material 
absorbed within existing allocations. 

3.5 Staffing 

No effect on Government.staffing; 

3.6 Consultation 

Costs for 
are being 

The proposed amendments would not change the arrangements 
applicable to aquatic reserves, and are considered to be only 
of a procedural nature. As such, no consultation was deemed 
necessary with user groups. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that: 

4.1 Proclamations be made to vary the boundaries (as defined in 
4.2 and 4.3) of the following aquatic reserves -

BARKER INLET - ST. KILDA 
TROUBRIDGE HILL 
ALDINGA REEF 
AMERICAN RIVER 
SEAL BAY/BALES BEACH 
WHYALLA- COWLED'S LANDING 
·YATALA ·HARBOUR - UPPER SPENCER GULF 
PORT NOARLUNGA REEF 
BLANCHE HARBOUR - DOUGLAS BANK 
ST KILDA - CHAPMAN CREEK 
POINT LABATT 

4.2 Cabinet approve the drafting of regulations to vary the 
boundaries of the aquatic reserves defined in the 
Fisheries Act (Aquatic . Reserves) Regulations, 1984 as 
follows : 
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SCHEDULE 1 

BARKER INLET - ST. KILDA 

The waters of Gulf St. Vincent bounded as follows: 

All those waters bel ow high water mark comprising Barker 
Inlet, Swan Alley Creek and Broad Creek, together with their 
respective anabranches and tributaries bounded on the north by 
the geodesic commencing at a point on Torrens Island (near 
Point Grey) position latitude 34°45.42'S, longitude 
138°30.6'E, then north easterly to the outer middle ground 
beacon, position latitude 34°45.23'S, longitude 138°30.88'E, 
then north easterly to the Barker Inlet port hand (red) beacon 
number '1R', position latitude 34°45.08'S, longitude 
138°31. 08' E, then easter 1 y a 1 ong the 1 i ne of the port hand 
(red) beacons of the St. Kilda Channel to a point where this 
line meets the high water mark at St. Kilda, position latitude 
34°44. 75'S, 1 ongitude 138°31. 85' E, and bounded on the south by 
the geodesic commencing at the mangrove edge where Barker 
Inlet meets Angas Inlet, position latitude 34°48.32'S, 
longitude 138°32.59'E, then south easterly across the mouth of 
Angas Inlet through the starboard hand (green) beacon number 
'32G', position latitude 34°48.38'S, longitude 138°32.68'E, to 
a point where Barker Inlet meets Eastern Passage, position 
latitude 34°48.46'S,. longitude 138°32.77'E, then easterly 
across the mouth of Eastern Passage to position latitude 
34°48.49'S, longitude l38°32.85'E. 

PLOTTED FROM: D M H - TORRENS ISLAND AND ENVIRONS SMALL BOAT 
CHART. 

TROUBRIDGE HILL 

The waters of Investigator Strait bounded as follows: 

Commencing at a point where 1 ongitude 137°37 .4' E meets high 
water mark on the southern shore of Yorke Peninsula (Suicide 
Point), then due south to position latitude 35°10.5'S, 
longitude 137°37.4'E, then south easterly to position latitude 
SS 0 ll.l'S, longitude 137°39'E, then :due north "to a point 
where longitude 137°39'E meets high water mark on the southern 
shore of Yorke Peninsula then generally in a westerly and 
north westerly direction along high water mark back to the 
point of commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART AUS 780. 
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SCHEDULE 2 

ALDINGA REEF 

The waters of Gulf St. Vincent bounded as follows: 
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Commencing at a point where latitude 35°15.9'S meets the high 
water mark on the eastern shore of Gulf St Vincent, then in a 
north westeily ~direction to position latitude 35°15.3'S, 
longitude 138°26'E, then in a south westerly direction to 
position latitude 35°16.2'S, longitude 138°25.2'E, then in a 
s.outherly direction to position 35°17.1'S, longitude 
138°25.2'E, then in an easterly direction to a point where 
1 atitude 35°17 .1' S meets the high water mark on the eastern 
shore of Gulf St Vincent, then along the high water mark in a 
northerly direction back to the point of commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM; CHART AUS 780. 

AMERICAN RIVER 

All the waters of American River upstream of the geodesic 
commencing at high water mark on the western shore of American 
River at position latitude 35°47.5'S, longitude 137°45.5'E, 
then in a south easterly direction to high water mark on the 
eastern shore of American River, position latitude 35°48'S, 
longitude 137°45.8'E, and· includes the waters of Pelican 
lagoon and all adjoining creeks and inlets thereof. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART AUS 780. 

SEAL BAY/BALES BEACH 

Zone 2 (Eastern Section) - Limited Access 

Commencing at a point where 1 ongi tude 137°19. 4' E meets high 
water mark.on the southern shore of Kangaroo Island, then due 
south for ·a distance of 0.54 nautical mile to position 
latitude 36°00.5'S, longitude 137°19.4'E, then·in a generally 
east-south 'easterly direction following the high water mark at 
a distance of 0.54 nautical mile to seaward, to position 
latitude 36°01.5'S, longitude 137°23'E then due· north to a 
point where 1 ongi tude 137°23' E meets high water mark on .the 
southern shore of Kangaroo Island, then generally west-north 
westerly along the high water mark back to the point of 
commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART BA 1094. 
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WHYALLA - COWLED'S LANDING 

The mangroves, swamp and waters bounded as follows: 

Commencing at a point where latitude 33°09.3'S meets high 
water mark on the western shore of Spencer Gulf, (near 
Cowled's Landing) then due east to position latitude 
33°09.3'S, longitude 137°28'E, then north easterly to position 
latitude 33°08'S; longitude 137°31.8'E, then north easterly to 
position latitude 33°05.3'S, longitude 137°34.1'E, then north 
westerly to a point where latitude 33°04.6'S meets the seaward 
edge of the mangroves, then due west through the mangrove 
swamp to a point where latitude 33°04.6'S meets high water 
mark on the western shore of Spencer Gulf, then generally 
westerly along the high water mark back to the point of 
commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART AUS 778. 

YATALA HARBOUR - UPPER SPENCER GULF 

The mangroves, swamp and waters of Spencer Gulf bounded as 
follows: 

Commencing at a point where longitude 137°53.7'E meets high 
water mark on the eastern shore of Upper Spencer Gulf (Yatala 
Harbour), then due south to position latitude 32°46.1'S, 
longitude 137°53.7'E, then due east to a point where latitude 
32°46.1'S meets high water mark on the eastern shore of Upper 
Spencer Gulf, then following the high water mark generally 
northerly back to the point of commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART AUS 778. 

SCHEDULE·3 

PORT NOARLUNGA REEF 

The waters of Gulf St Vincent and :the Onkaparinga River 
bounded as follows: 

Commencing at a point where latitude 35°08.73'S meets high 
water mark on the eastern shore of Gulf St Vincent (Witton 
Bluff), then due west to position latitude 35°08.73'S, 
longitude 138°27.3'E then southerly· to position latitude 
35°10.1'S, longitude 138°27.2'E, then due east to a point 
where latitude 35°10.1'S meets the eastern shore of Gulf St 
Vincent (Onkaparinga Head), then northerly along the high 
water mark, including the estuary and Onkpaparinga .River 
upstream a~ far as the road bridge on ihe Main South Road Old 
Noarlunga Bypass, back to the point of commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART AUS 125. 
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SCHEDULE 4 

BLANCHE HARBOUR - DOUGLAS BANK 

The mangroves, swamp and waters of Spencer Gulf bounded as 
follows: 

Commencing at cl"' point where 1 atitude 32°41. 5' S meets high 
water mark on the western shore of Spencer Gulf, then due east 
to beacon 'no 8', position latitude 32~41.5'S, longitude 
137°46.7'E, then in a south-south easterly direction to beacon 
'no 6', position latitude 32°42.3'S, longitude 137°47'E, then 
in a south easterly direction to beacon 'no 5', position 
latitude 32°43.7'S, longitude 137°49.1'E, then in a southerly 
direction to beacon 'no 2', position latitude 32°45.9'S, 
longitude 137°49.1'E, then in a southerly direttion to the 
beacon on Douglas Bank, position latitude 32°48.6'S, longitude 
137°49.4'E, then due west to a point where latitude 32°48.6'S 
meets high water mark on the western shore of Spencer Gulf, 
then generally in a northerly direction along high water mark · 
back to the point of commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART AUS 778 

SCHEDULE 7 

ST. KILDA- CHAPMAN CREEK 

The mangroves and waters of Gulf St. Vincent bounded as 
follows: 

Commencing at a point on the shore at St. Kilda, position 
latitude 34°44.75'S, longitude 138°31.85'E, then south 
westerly along the line of the port hand (red) beacons of the 
St. Kilda Channel to the Barker Inlet port hand (red) beacon 
number 'lR', position latitude · 34°45.08'S, longitude 
138°31.08'E, then south westerly to. the outer Middle Ground 
beacon, position latitude 34°45.23'S, longitude 138°30.88'E, 
then in a north westerly direction to the mangrove edge at 
position latitude 34°41.7'5, longitude 138°27'E, then in a 
north easterlj direction to position latitude 34°41.4'S, 
1 ongitude 138°27. 6'E, then generally in a south easterly 
direction along the high water mark of the mangrove swamp and 
shore back to the point of commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART AUS 781, AND 
DMH - TORRENS ISLAND AND ENVIRONS SMALL BOAT 
CHART. 
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SCHEDULE 8 

WHYALLA - COWLED'S LANDING 

The waters bounded as follows: 
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Commencing at a point where latitude 33°05. 7' S meets high 
water mark on the western shore of Spencer Gulf (near 8 Mile 
Creek), then sotlth easterly to position latitude 33°06.4'S, 
longitude 137°33.2'E, then south westerly to position latitude 
33°06.8'S, longitude 137°32.8'E, then north westerly to a 
point whe·re latitude 33°06'S meets high water mark on the 
western shore of Spencer Gulf, then ge~erally north easterly 
along the high water mark back to the point of commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART AUS 778. 

4.3 Other Aquatic Reserves - Prohibited Access 
Proclamations Only Required 

SEAL BAY - BALES BEACH 

Zone 1 (Western Section).- Prohibited Access 

Commencing at a point where longitude 137°16.9'E meets low 
water mark on the southern shore of Kan~aroo Island, then due· 
south for a distance of 0.54 nautical mile to position 
latitude 36°00.1'S, longitude 137°16.9'E, then in a generally 
east-south easterly direction following. the low water mark at 
a distance of 0. 54 nauti ca 1 mi 1 es to seaward, to position 
latitude 36°00.5'S, longitude 137°19.4'E, then due north to a 
point where longitude 137°19.4'E meets low water mark on the 
southern shore of Kangaroo Island, then generally west-north 
westerly along the low water mark back to the point of 
commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART BA 1094 

POINT LABATT 

The waters of the Great Australian Bight, bounded as follows: 

Commencing at a point where latitude 33°08.75'S meets high 
water mark on the eastern shore of the mainland (near Point 
Labatt) then due west for a distance of one nautical mile to 
position latitude 33°08.75'S, longitude 134°14.5'E, then in a 
southerly direction maintaining a distance of one nautical 
mile to seaward of the high water mark, to position latitude 
33°09.5'S, longitude 134°14.75'E, then due east to a point 
where latitude 33°09.5'S meets. high water mark on the eastern 
shore of the mainland, then generally in a northerly direction 
along the high water mark back to the point of commencement. 

PLOTTED FROM: CHART - AUS 342 
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4.4 Subject to approval of the above reco1m1endations, the 
Parliamentary Counsel be asked to draft appropriate 
proclamations and regulations for presentation to Cabinet and 
His Excellency the Governor in Executfve Council. 

It!~ 


